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Description of the 1st degree bachelor study programme at HUAJA:  

MUSIC AND ARTISTICAL INTERPRETATION AND CREATION 

 

1. BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE STUDY PROGRAMME 

a) The name of the study 

programme  

and the number according to 

the register of study 

programmes. 

Music and artistic interpretation and creation  

b) Degree of higher education 

and ISCED-F code of the 

degree of education 

1st cycle (Bachelor)  

ISCED 665  

(c) Place(s) of the  

study programme. 

Jan Albrecht Academy of Music and Art Banská Štiavnica, 

Botanická 354/2, Banská Štiavnica  

d) Name and number of the 

field of study in which the 

degree programme will lead to 

a higher education degree, 

ISCED-F  

codes of the field(s) 

39. Art  

ISCED-F 0215 

e) Type of study programme:  Artistic study programme 

f) Academic degree awarded.  Bachelor – abbreviation Bc.   

g) Form of study  Full-time / Part-time form 

h) For joint SPs, cooperating 

universities 
---------- 

(i) The language or languages 

in which the programme of 

study is conducted. 

Slovak 

j) Standard length of study  

expressed in academic  

years. 

3 years  

k) Capacity of the study 

programme  

(planned number of students),  

actual number of applicants  

and number of students. 

Planned number of students:  

40 full-time; 10 part-time  

Current number of students in the current study  

programme: 29 (25 full-time and 4 part-time) in  

all years together 
 

 

Characteristics of the Study Programme 

The Bachelor’s programme Music and Artistic Interpretation and Creation is focused on acquiring 

practical and theoretical knowledge in the field of arts, corresponding to the current state of the 

discipline, and its application in professional practice or follow-up studies. 



The programme reflects modern educational trends emphasizing broader qualifications, diverse 

approaches, and innovative teaching methods. It allows for substantial flexibility in course and 

specialization choices, giving students the opportunity to focus on music, literature, or another art 

form (subject to accreditation). 

The study program Music and Artistic Interpretation and Creation is exceptional in its content, 

because it allows the student relatively wide flexibility in choosing subjects and forms of education, 

which have a direct impact on his focus and specialization. The student can focus either on the field of 

music, literature or another artistic genre, if HUAJA meets the accreditation requirements.  

Currently, HUAJA offers the opportunity to study either music or literary art. In this respect, it is 

specific in Slovakia, since no higher education institution offers literary art as a study. In the field of 

musical art, the student has the opportunity, in addition to classical music, to specialize in jazz music, 

which also makes HUAJA unique in Slovakia. 

Specializations in Music: 

• Performance (instrument, vocal, choir/orchestra conducting) in classical music 

• Performance in jazz/multigenre music 

• Composition and creative projects in classical music 

• Composition, arrangements, and production in jazz/multigenre music 

Specializations in Literary Art: 

• Poetry (lyrics, song texts) 

• Prose (short story, novella, novel, etc.) 

• Children's and youth literature (poetry, prose, drama) 

• Drama and screenplay writing 

• Adaptation and dramatization of literary works 

• Artistic recitation (interpretation of literary texts) 

The study includes lectures, seminars, individual and group practical sessions. The faculty comprises 

leading Slovak and international artists, scholars, and educators. 

Graduates will be prepared for a variety of roles in the cultural and artistic sectors, responding to 

evolving EU conditions and future trends. Subjects include music/literary theory and history, 

aesthetics, philosophy, marketing, and cultural management. 

Education, depending on the student's specialization, is focused on acquiring knowledge from 

interpretive practice, musical or literary creation, ensemble playing, instrumentation, theory of 

interpretation and creation, theory and history of music, theory and history of literature, composition 

analysis, as well as aesthetics and philosophy and additional disciplines (management, marketing, 

dramaturgy and others). 

After completing the study, the student is able to perceive and understand the needs of contemporary 

society, the possibilities of its development in the area of spiritual and cultural needs and thus has the 

possibility of broader application in artistic and cultural practice. 

A great advantage of the study program is the relatively wide flexibility of its organization and 

content. In addition to the mandatory subjects, the student can choose subjects from a wide range of 

mandatory and elective subjects. In the case of specialization in musical interpretation, the student can 

also choose subjects focused on musical creation and thus acquire skills in composition, electro-

acoustic music, musical direction and vice versa, in the case of specialization in classical music, the 

student can choose subjects from the field of jazz interpretation, jazz creation, jazz history and vice 

versa.  



Similarly, in the case of specialization in literary interpretation, the student can also choose subjects 

focused on literary creation. The specific focus of this study program allows for the cooperation of 

students of musical and literary specialization, for example in the creation of lyrics for songs, music-

dramatic works, melodramas, musicals and other literary-musical projects. 

 

Assessment methods: 

The assessment of a student's abilities within the bachelor's program takes the form of portfolios and 

practical presentations: in the musical arts specialization, these are outputs such as concerts, 

composition projects, arrangements, etc., in the literary arts specialization, these are outputs of literary 

creation and interpretation such as prose, poetry, literary or literary-dramatic projects and/or their 

interpretation. 

The assessment of a student's abilities within the bachelor's program also takes the form of an 

evaluation of seminar papers and their presentations, written and oral testing of the student's 

knowledge. During their studies, students are professionally prepared for the implementation of a 

bachelor's final thesis – practical part and its successful defense and a bachelor's final thesis – 

theoretical part (written work, min. length 30 p.) and its successful defense. 

 

Mobility and Internships: 

HUAJA within the Erasmus programme (ID code SK BANSK-S01) organizes mobility of students 

and teachers, who carry them out at partner higher education institutions and cultural and music-

educational institutions in European countries. Internships are particularly important for art education 

students, as they make a significant contribution to linking theory and practice at practice-oriented 

institutions and to improving the quality of education. The exchange of experiences and musical 

activities is important for both students and teachers (artists and scholars). The language of music is 

international and in this respect there are no language barriers as in other study programmes where 

language is the main form of communication. Establishing and developing collaborations with partner 

higher education institutions and also with institutions where students can undertake internships 

significantly broadens the range of their knowledge. Inviting practitioners who, alongside their 

educational activities, perform in concerts or present their musical works, enables students to confront 

their top artistic performances with their previously achieved level of performance and music-making 

and inspires them to better and higher quality performances. 

In the case of literary art, which is tied to the mother tongue or another language mastered at a high 

level, it is also extremely important to complete an internship or study abroad in order to gain 

knowledge in their area of specialization in a different linguistic and cultural environment. 

 

Cooperation and Innovation: 

HUAJA is constantly developing and innovating teaching and learning methods in combination with 

practical and theoretical approaches in music and art. It organizes special music and art workshops, 

seminars, scientific and interdisciplinary symposia and conferences, festivals, concerts and other 

artistic events with international participation, in which HUAJA teachers and students participate. 

 

Graduate Profile 

A graduate of the Bachelor's degree program in Music and Artistic Interpretation and Creation in the 

field of Art can apply primarily as a creative practical artist. He has broad practical knowledge in the 

field of artistic creation and interpretation according to the chosen specialization. He has developed 

broad skills demonstrating mastery of the given area and a sense of innovation, required to solve 

complex and unpredictable problems in his specialization. 



A graduate of the first degree during his studies has acquired theoretical knowledge and practical skills 

in the field of musical or literary art, while managing their use in the independent performance of his 

profession or within a collective according to his artistic focus or when continuing his subsequent 

university studies. He has acquired and developed the ability to manage complex artistic activities in 

the field of technical and professional mastery of musical or artistic interpretation and creation in the 

chosen specialization, to bear responsibility for decision-making even in an unpredictable work or 

study environment. Has gained an overview of historical and contemporary forms of musical or 

literary art. Has mastered the practical basis of creative procedures and methods for the creation and 

interpretation of an artistic (musical / literary) work. Integrates knowledge and skills into the 

competencies resulting from the completed study program: creative and practical skills. Has also 

acquired the ability to take responsibility for managing the artistic and cultural development of 

individuals and groups such as other artists, the audience, as well as the general cultural public. Can 

ethically obtain and disseminate relevant, scientifically based information and develop concepts 

significant for their own development and the development of their specialization and communicate 

creative and cultural principles, problems and solutions to both professional and lay audiences. 

Career opportunities in Music specialization: 

1. Performer in ensembles (symphonic, opera, jazz, etc.) or freelance musician 

2. Composer or arranger in classical, popular, or applied music 

3. Conductor of smaller ensembles or choirs 

4. Music theorist, editor, publicist, or cultural institution employee 

5. Teaching assistant in music-focused schools (in line with national regulations) 

Career opportunities in Literary specialization: 

1. creator of artistic literary outputs (writer, prose writer, poet, lyricist, author of scripts, or other 

dramatic and multimedia genres), 

2. member of creative teams in the dramatic and multimedia environment, 

3. organizer of literary and cultural events (literary discussions, presentations of literary works, 

author's readings, etc.), worker in cultural facilities, in amateur ensembles, in theatres and literary 

and dramatic institutions, 

4. literary theorist, editor (of literary magazines – publishing houses, editor in radio, television 

and other mass communication media), editor and proofreader of language texts and also as an 

employee in literary and cultural institutions, 

5. assistant teacher at educational institutions and schools with a literary and artistic focus in 

accordance with regulated professions in the Slovak Republic. 

Upon successful completion, the graduate receives a Bachelor’s diploma and the title Bc. 

Graduates may pursue master’s studies in related fields. 

 

Comparable International University Programmes 

Abroad, they provide higher education in comparable study specializations in the field of musical art, 

for example: 

• Janáček Academy of Performing Arts Brno 

• Music Academy of Performing Arts Prague 

• Winterthur University of Music Zurich – Music Theory and Chamber Music 

• Hochschule für Musik Franz Liszt Weimar – Music Theory and Jazz 

• Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst Graz – Music Theory and Music Interpretation 

• Charter Oak State College – Music Performance and Theory 



• Royal Dolloway University of London – Performing Music: Theory and Practice 

• University of New Hampshire, College of Liveral Arts – Music Theory and Performance 

Study 

 

Abroad, they provide higher education in comparable study specializations in the field of literary arts, 

for example: 

• Universität für angewandte Kunst Wien, Austria 

• Uniwersytet Jagielloński Kraków, Poland 

• San Diego State University, USA 

• University of British Columbia Vancouver, Canada 

• Universität Leipzig, Germany 

• University of Minnesota, USA 

• The University of Waikato, New Zealand 

 


