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Description of the 3rd degree study programme at HUAJA:  

 

MUSIC AND ARTISTICAL INTERPRETATION AND CREATION 

 

1. BASIC DATA ABOUT THE STUDY PROGRAMME 

a) Name of the study 

programme  

and number according to the 

register of study programmes 

Music and artistic interpretation and creation 

b) Degree of higher education 

and ISCED-F code of the 

degree of education 

3rd degree (doctoral) 

ISCED 864 

(c) Place(s) of the  

study programme 

Jan Albrecht Academy of Music and Art Banská Štiavnica, 

Botanická 354/2, Banská Štiavnica 

(d) Name and number of the 

field of study in which the 

degree programme will lead to 

higher education, ISCED-F  

codes of the field/fields 

39. Arts,  

ISCED-F 0215 

e) Type of study programme:  Artistic study programme 

f) Academic degree awarded  Doctor of Arts – abbreviation ArtD. 

g) Form of study  Full-time form / Part-time form 

h) For joint SPs, cooperating 

universities 
---------- 

(i) Language or languages,  

in which the study programme 

is carried out. 

Slovak  

j) Standard length of study  

expressed in academic  

years. 

3 years – full-time study; 4 years – part-time study 

k) Capacity of the study 

programme (planned number 

of students), actual number of 

applicants and number of 

students. 

Planned number of students:  

2 full-time form; 5 external form in the SP  

Current number of students in the current study  

programme: 8 (1 full-time form and 7 external form) in  

all years together 

           



Doctoral studies in the 3rd degree study programme 

Music and artistical interpretation and creation 

 

Home 

HUAJA has been providing education in the bachelor's degree program since the academic year 

2011/2012, in the master's degree program since 2015/2016, and in the doctoral degree program since 

2018/2019. 

The Ján Albrecht Academy of Music and Art is the only private university in Slovakia offering non-

traditional forms of music education (the combination of practical and theoretical skills allows for a 

broader application in practice; it is the only school to offer sound design, electroacoustic and 

combined music studies, jazz creation and arrangements.  it is taught by leading artists from Slovakia 

and abroad in a non-traditional form of workshops, intensive training and block teaching, focusing on 

the individual abilities of students and developing them in accordance with progressive world trends). 

By expanding the possibilities of study in the field of literary creation and interpretation, i.e. literature 

as art, it is the only higher education institution in Slovakia, while such a specialization is also missing 

in the Czech Republic.  

Over the course of several years of scientific, artistic and pedagogical activity, HUAJA has developed 

cooperation with leading domestic and foreign art universities and institutions, professors and 

lecturers, who are currently involved in the education of Bachelor, Master and Doctoral programmes 

at HUAJA in Banská Štiavnica.  

 

Characteristics of the study programme 

The doctoral study program focuses on: 

− acquiring knowledge resulting from the current state of artistic knowledge 

− acquiring the ability of a student's own creative artistic work in the field of musical/literary art, 

which reflects the current state of musical/literary art 

− motivating independent creative and theoretical activity in the field of creative musical/literary 

art 

The aim of the study is the ability to present an artistic performance (in the field of musical art: 

interpretative performance, compositional work, or multimedia project; in the field of literary art: 

literary artistic work, artistic interpretation of a literary work, or multimedia project), which solves 

serious problems of musical/literary art and brings new knowledge and impulses in the field of artistic 

development in an international context. The condition for completing the doctoral study is a 

dissertation artistic work (a work of art, a presentation of an artistic interpretative performance, or a 

multimedia project) and the development of a theoretical dissertation containing theoretical, aesthetic 

and historical foundations related to artistic interpretation and/or creation. It theoretically justifies and 

solves problems relevant to the given area of creative musical/literary art and for the development of 

the quality of creative musical/literary practice. 

 

Core Knowledge 

Studies in the doctoral study program Musical and Artistic Interpretation and Creation are focused on 

the individual development of talent and creativity in the field of musical/literary art, represented by 

artistic musical/literary performance of the highest level of difficulty. The core professional topics of 

the knowledge core of the doctoral study program are tied to the specifics of the master's study 

program Musical and Artistic Interpretation and Creation or to an equivalent in the subject field of 

study art, or in a related field. 

A graduate of the doctoral study must demonstrate the ability to perform artistically (in the field of 

musical art: interpretative performance, compositional work, or multimedia project; in the field of 

literary art: literary artistic work, artistic interpretation (performance) of a literary work, or multimedia 

project) of high level of difficulty, which is a contribution to the field of art. The core topics of the 



program include specialized knowledge in the disciplines of the subject art specialization within the 

framework of obligatory subjects, which are supplemented by units of optional obligatory subjects and 

optional subjects. 

 

Study section: 

The study part of the doctoral study consists of lectures and seminars of individual study. Their 

content is primarily the study of specific chapters of professional literature in the field of theory and 

history of music / literature related to the focus of the dissertation, the interaction of individual artistic 

performances in musical / literary art, the study of developmental tendencies of musical / literary art 

related to the focus of the artistic part of the dissertation and the overall professional orientation of the 

doctoral student. 

The core of the study program consists of study subjects that support the development of profile 

specialization. 

These are the subjects of the state final exams (Dissertation – practical part and defense, Dissertation – 

theoretical written part and defense), while the dissertation exam includes the subjects Theory of 

Artistic Performance (1. Theory of Interpretation, 2. Theory of Creation), Specific Chapters in the 

Theory and History of Music/Literature, Analysis of a Musical/Literary Work and Analysis                

(1. Analysis of Interpretative Performance, 2. Comprehensive Style Analysis). The core of the study 

program includes subjects that are closely related to the preparation of the artistic and theoretical part 

of the dissertation, i.e. Doctoral Seminar, mandatory and mandatory elective subjects. The core of the 

study program is complemented by the subjects Philosophical and Aesthetic Concepts, Methodology 

of Science and Musicology, Music in the Context of Art and Culture in the 20th and 21st Centuries, 

Literature in the Context of Art and Culture in the 20th and 21st Centuries. 

 

Artistic-research part: 

During his/her studies, the doctoral student publicly presents his/her creative art through 

musical/literary artistic performances (interpretative performance, creation of a compositional/literary 

work, or multimedia project) of the highest level of difficulty, confronts their experiences in an 

international context, and becomes familiar with current problems in their profession. 

 

The artistic and theoretical part of the doctoral studies consists of individual artistic and theoretical 

work of the student, which is related to the focus of the topic and the preparation of the dissertation. 

The doctoral student expands his/her practical and theoretical knowledge and experience in the field of 

artistic work and presentation of musical performances, deepens cooperation with other specialists and 

institutions at the international level, consults methods of work with related professions and 

participates in the work of artistic teams. The artistic part of the studies takes place throughout the 

doctoral studies. The artistic part includes two opposed musical artistic performances of high 

difficulty, one of which is a requirement for admission to the doctoral examination and the other 

musical artistic performance forms part of the doctoral thesis. In the artistic part of the doctoral 

studies, the doctoral student actively performs artistic activities. He/she presents his/her artistic 

endeavours, carries out public and professional performances in domestic and foreign conditions, or 

publishes the results of his/her work in the relevant professional press, proceedings and periodicals. 

 

Part of the doctoral studies is the performance of pedagogical activities or other professional activities 

related to pedagogical activities to the extent determined by the individual study plan. 

The pedagogical and organizational part of the study is focused on the possibilities of pedagogical 

guidance of the selected subject, dissertation guidance, preparation of a dissertation report or 

organizational provision of school activities. 

Within the artistic-research part, the doctoral student in cooperation with his/her supervisor prepares 

for the realization of artistic performances of the highest difficulty, presentation of artistic activity and 

musical artistic performance. During his/her studies he/she performs active artistic activities, 

participates in (or organises and leads) international performance seminars and workshops, and gains 

experience in a wider international context.  

 

The overall level of artistic activity and performance, the individual personal artistic input and the 

ability to reflect adequately (interpretation and creation) in the light of the latest developments in the 



field of music/literary art are evaluated. The ability to reflect professionally on one's own artistic 

orientation in the context of contemporary musical art is also assessed.  

 

 

Artistic performance 

The artistic performance (Module 1 Music Performance) – a concert of a larger scale (min. 60 min.) – 

is an independent, original artistic performance prepared by the doctoral student in collaboration with 

his/her supervisor. The doctoral student will demonstrate the ability to independently apply creative 

practical knowledge in the field of artistic interpretation by means of an original musical-interpretive 

performance. He/she conducts research and demonstrates the ability to independently process up-to-

date knowledge in the field of artistic interpretation of musical works of high complexity, with a view 

to demonstrating the performer's individual starting points and conceptions. 

The artistic performance (Module 2 Music Composition Project) is an independent, original artistic 

work prepared by the doctoral student in collaboration with his/her supervisor. A music-composition 

project is a major musical work or artistic project of a large scale or large form (approx. 60 min.). 

With an original music project, the doctoral student demonstrates the ability to independently apply 

creative practical knowledge in the field of artistic creation. He/she demonstrates the ability to 

independently create and process knowledge in the field of artistic processing of a musical work of the 

highest complexity, with a view to demonstrating the composer's individual starting points.  

The thesis is judged by at least two referees based on the specified judging criteria. By defending the 

thesis, the doctoral student demonstrates the ability and readiness for independent creative activity in 

the field of research and development of contemporary musical art. 

 

The artistic performance (module 3 Literary creation – work / project) is an independent, original 

artistic work of the doctoral student, which is prepared in cooperation with his/her supervisor. A 

literary work / project is an artistically valuable literary work or an artistic project of large scale, or. 

large form. With an author's literary project, the doctoral student demonstrates the ability to 

independently apply creative practical knowledge in the field of artistic creation. It demonstrates the 

ability to independently create and process knowledge in the issue of artistic processing of a literary 

work of the highest level of difficulty, with regard to demonstrating the individual starting points of 

the artist. 

 

The artistic performance (module 4 Literary interpretation) – presentation / performance of a work 

(literary, musical-dramatic, scenic, etc.) of a larger scale (project min. 60 min.) – is an independent, 

original artistic performance, which the doctoral student prepares in cooperation with his/her 

supervisor. Through an authorial literary-interpretative performance, the doctoral student will 

demonstrate the ability to independently apply creative practical knowledge in the field of artistic 

interpretation. He/she will carry out research and demonstrate the ability to independently process 

current knowledge in the issue of artistic interpretation of highly demanding literary works, with a 

view to demonstrating the individual starting points and concepts of the interpreter. 

 

Theoretical work: 

In the theoretical final thesis of the doctoral studies the student demonstrates the results of the acquired 

knowledge based on the current state of artistic knowledge and especially his/her own creative 

contribution to the given issue, reflecting the latest knowledge in the field of music/literary 

performance art. The theoretical work dissertation (minimum 100 pages) is the result of research and 

independent theoretical creative activity. In it, the doctoral student demonstrates the ability to work 

independently in terms of content and form. The theoretical thesis may be related to the actual artistic 

musical performance, while the basic assumption of scholarship applies, with references to relevant 

sources and information. The theoretical work is based on art-historical and methodological grounds 

and the doctoral student documents his/her contribution to the chosen topic of his/her field of 

expertise. On the theoretical level, the PhD student demonstrates the ability to take an analytical and 

comparative view of the given issue, where an essential part is the correct and relevant definition of 

the issue or phenomenon under study.  



The thesis is assessed by at least two opponents based on the specified assessment criteria. By 

defending the thesis, the doctoral student demonstrates the ability and readiness for independent 

creative activity in the field of research and development of contemporary musical/literary performing 

arts and creation. 

As part of the doctoral studies, a doctoral student must pass state examinations, which consist of the 

following components: 

 

Dissertation Examination: 

Doctoral students in the second year of full-time study and in the third year of part-time study apply 

after obtaining 80 credits, submitting the dissertation – practical part (concert or art work / project min. 

40 min.), submitting the dissertation – theoretical part (min. 40 s.) on the announced dates of the 

dissertation examination. Passing the dissertation examination is a condition for continuing in doctoral 

studies. 

As part of the dissertation examination, the student will publicly defend an artistic performance – 

(artistic interpretation, or work or project), demonstrate a sufficient overview of knowledge related to 

the thematic focus of the dissertation and present its artistic concept. The dissertation examination 

consists of a defense of the artistic performance and a defense of a theoretical written work for the 

dissertation examination, where they will present an updated project, goals, methods and a part 

(approx. one third) of the entire dissertation. In this part, the doctoral student will simultaneously 

demonstrate theoretical knowledge in the areas of theses of the designated subjects, which will be 

presented by the supervisor. The subjects of the dissertation examination and the overall result of the 

dissertation examination are evaluated in both parts with a grade according to the valid credit system. 

 

After obtaining 130 credits in the full-time form in the third year of study and after obtaining 140 

credits in the external form in the fourth year of study, the doctoral student applies for the defence of 

the dissertation, its artistic part and the theoretical part, which takes place within the prescribed 

deadlines. 

 

Dissertation defence: 

The defense of the dissertation consists of two parts: 1. artistic practical part – (interpretative 

performance, or artistic work / project) and 2. theoretical part – written work. 

The doctoral student will defend his artistic performance – (artistic interpretation, or work or larger-

scale musical-composition project), which is an independent, original artistic performance of the 

doctoral student. When defending the artistic performance, the doctoral student demonstrates the 

ability for independent creative artistic activity and personal contribution in the field of musical / 

literary art. The artistic performance / work is documented by a published artistic work, or. score, 

audio recording CD, DVD, other carrier. The work is assessed by opponents based on the specified 

assessment criteria. 

 

The PhD student defends a theoretical thesis, the content of which is the art-historical background, 

elaborated on the basis of the given thesis topic. The thesis is enriched by the author's personal 

contribution, which documents knowledge in the given subject and states the starting points or 

perspectives for the future. The thesis is assessed by referees on the basis of specified assessment 

criteria. 

The defence of the dissertation (the practical art part and the theoretical part – written thesis) is 

evaluated in both parts with a grade according to the valid credit system. 

 

The defence of the dissertation is the end of the doctoral studies.  

The result of the state examination shall be evaluated by the commission by stating “passed with 

distinction”, “passed” or “failed”. 

 



Completion of the entire doctoral study programme is 6 semesters in full-time study and 8 semesters in 

part-time study.  

Successful completion requires a minimum of 180 credits.  

 

The defence of the dissertation is the end of the doctoral studies.  

The result of the state examination shall be evaluated by the commission by stating “passed with 

distinction”, “passed” or “failed”. 

 

Profile of a doctoral graduate 

 

A graduate of the doctoral study program Musical and Artistic Interpretation and Creation presents 

his/her professional artistic activity and participates in the formation of current trends and concepts in 

the field of musical/literary art. He/she interprets or creates musical/literary works/projects at the 

highest level of knowledge and artistic sophistication. A graduate of the doctoral study program has 

the ability for independent creative artistic activity, deep knowledge of the field of art, philosophy and 

the ability to reflect on broader historical and cultural contexts. At the same time, the graduate has 

systematic knowledge of the current state of musical/literary research in his/her field and 

specialization in the context of international development and at the same time masters the latest 

methodological procedures that he/she is able to apply in his/her own artistic musical/literary practice. 

He/she masters and independently creatively develops the skills and principles of scientific research in 

the field of art that correspond to the current state of knowledge. In an academic and professional 

context, he/she supports social and cultural progress and development of society. Contributes to the 

expansion of scientific knowledge and cultural and artistic awareness through original research. Is 

capable of independent and thorough critical analysis, evaluation, synthesis and contextualization of 

new and complex concepts and of presenting them in a professional and understandable manner. 

 

The qualification of the PhD student of the submitted study programme implies a multifaceted 

acquisition of expertise. The graduate has the ability to professionally interpret or create artistically 

demanding musical/literary works, to research and reflect on cutting-edge musical performances, and 

to define and justify new approaches and perspectives in the field of performing or compositional art. 

The level of knowledge and creative abilities acquired and developed during the course of studies 

predisposes the graduate to professional and highly qualified artistic musical/literary activity, 

contributing to the development and research of the musical/literary arts. A doctoral graduate is an 

artistically independent creative personality who brings new impulses in the field of musical/literary 

art. In the field of theoretical knowledge, the graduate brings his/her own solutions to problems in the 

field of musical art (artistic musical interpretation, theory of interpretation, artistic creation, theory of 

composition, theory of music and history of music). In terms of practical knowledge and skills, he/she 

is able to interpret or create works of the highest level of difficulty on an international level, and can 

creatively apply the results of artistic research in his/her own creative work and pedagogical practice. 

Knows the legal, ethical and social aspects of artistic and scientific work. 

A graduate of the doctoral study programme Music and Artistic Interpretation and Creation, according 

to the specialisation of musical performance, can be employed as: soloist, chamber player, member in 

various professional musical ensembles and ensembles, or professional orchestral or choral conductor 

(module 1), composer, musical arranger (module 2), dramaturge in orchestras and ensembles, 

university lecturer in the field of Musical Arts, or. in related disciplines, freelance musician in 

classical, historical and jazz music; music theorist, publicist, editor, music dramaturg, expert in 

professional councils, commissions, advisory bodies and multimedia, respectively.  An employee of 

music and cultural institutions with the highest degree of independent decision-making and creative 

thinking, also needed for leadership and management positions, or to create an environment for new 

job opportunities in the music and arts professions. 

 



A graduate of the doctoral study program Music and Artistic Interpretation and Creation according to 

the specialization of literary performance can work as: writer, lyricist, playwright, literary publicist, 

author of film, theatre and multimedia plays and scripts, organizer of literary life, promoter and critic 

of literary life, literary critic, head of cultural and literary institutions (module 3) reciter, narrator, 

moderator, editor, interpreter of literary and multimedia works, creator of audiobooks (module 4), 

university teacher in the field of art, or in related fields, expert in professional councils, commissions, 

advisory bodies and multimedia, or employee of literary and cultural institutions with the highest 

degree of independent decision-making and creative thinking, also necessary for leadership and 

management functions, or for creating an environment for new job opportunities in cultural and artistic 

professions. 

Upon successful completion of the doctoral studies, the graduate receives a diploma and the 

right to use the title “Doctor of Arts” (abbreviated “ArtD.”). 

 

Comparable International University Programmes 

Abroad, they provide higher education in comparable study specializations in the field of musical art, 

for example: 

• Janáček Academy of Performing Arts Brno 

• Music Academy of Performing Arts Prague 

• Winterthur University of Music Zurich – Music Theory and Chamber Music 

• Hochschule für Musik Franz Liszt Weimar – Music Theory and Jazz 

• Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst Graz – Music Theory and Music Interpretation 

• Charter Oak State College – Music Performance and Theory 

• Royal Dolloway University of London – Performing Music: Theory and Practice 

• University of New Hampshire, College of Liveral Arts – Music Theory and Performance 

Study 

 

Abroad, they provide higher education in comparable study specializations in the field of literary arts, 

for example: 

• Universität für angewandte Kunst Wien, Austria 

• Uniwersytet Jagielloński Kraków, Poland 

• San Diego State University, USA 

• University of British Columbia Vancouver, Canada 

• Universität Leipzig, Germany 

• University of Minnesota, USA 

• The University of Waikato, New Zealand 

 


